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A reading from the book of the prophet Micah

Town of Bethlehem Ephrathah,
 you are one of the smallest in the nation of Judah.
But I will choose one of your people to rule the nation.
And his family goes back to ancient times.

The Lord will abandon Israel only until this ruler is born
 and the rest of his family come back to join Israel.

He will stand like a shepherd feeding his sheep
 by the power and glorious name of the Lord his God.
His people will live in peace,
 and everyone on earth will know how great the Lord is.

The word of the Lord.

FIRST READING
Micah 5:1–3



The Lectionary for Masses with Children uses the following: Readings from the Old Testament, Book of Psalms, and a select number of the refrains for the  
responsorial psalms are taken from the Contemporary English Version ©1991 by the American Bible Society. Readings from the New Testament are taken from  

the Contemporary English Version, Bible for Today’s Family: New Testament ©1991 by the American Bible Society. Used with permission. 

Children Celebrate! and Pflaum Gospel Weeklies are published by Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc.  
Bayard CEO: Hugues de Foucauld  •  Pflaum Publishing Group  •  800-543-4383  •  pflaum.com

Liturgy of the Word with Children

December 19, 2021
Fourth Sunday 
of Advent (C)

All: Rouse your power, O Lord,
and come to save us.

Shepherd of Israel,
you sit on your throne
above the winged creatures.
Listen to our prayer
and let your light shine.
Save us by your power.

All: Rouse your power, O Lord, 
and come to save us.

God All-Powerful,
please do something!
Look down from heaven
and see what’s happening to this vine.
With your own hands
you planted its roots.

All: Rouse your power, O Lord, 
and come to save us.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 80:1acdef 
and 2c, 14–15ab
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GOSPEL
Luke 1:39–45

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

Mary hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea.
She went into Zechariah’s home,
 where she greeted Elizabeth.
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting,
 her baby moved within her.

The Holy Spirit came upon Elizabeth.
Then in a loud voice she said to Mary:
“God has blessed you more than any other woman!
He has also blessed the child you will have.
Why should the mother of my Lord come to me?
As soon as I heard your greeting,
 my baby became happy and moved within me.
The Lord has blessed you
 because you believed that he will keep his promise.”

The Gospel of the Lord.


