
The Lectionary for Masses with Children uses the following: Readings from the Old Testament, Book of Psalms, and a select number of the refrains for the  
responsorial psalms are taken from the Contemporary English Version ©1991 by the American Bible Society. Readings from the New Testament are taken from  

the Contemporary English Version, Bible for Today’s Family: New Testament ©1991 by the American Bible Society. Used with permission. 

Children Celebrate! and Pflaum Gospel Weeklies are published by Pflaum Publishing Group, a division of Bayard, Inc.  
Bayard CEO: Hugues de Foucauld  •  Pflaum Publishing Group  •  800-543-4383  •  pflaum.com

Liturgy of the Word with Children
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Third Sunday 
of Advent (C)

A reading from the book of the prophet Zephaniah

Everyone in Jerusalem and Judah,
 celebrate and shout with all your heart.
You won’t be punished now.
The Lord has made your enemies retreat.
The Lord is the king of Israel,
 and he is at your side.
You don’t have to worry about any more troubles.

The word of the Lord.

FIRST READING
Zephaniah 3:14–15
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All: Cry out with joy and gladness:
for among you is the great and 
Holy One of Israel.

I trust the Lord to save me,
and I won’t be afraid.
My power and my strength 
come from the Lord God,
and he has saved me.

All: Cry out with joy and gladness:
for among you is the great and 
Holy One of Israel.

Our Lord, we are thankful, 
and we worship only you.
We will tell the nations 
how glorious you are
and what you have done.

All: Cry out with joy and gladness:
for among you is the great and 
Holy One of Israel.

People of Jerusalem, celebrate and sing.
The famous Lord God of Israel 
is here with you.

All: Cry out with joy and gladness:
for among you is the great and 
Holy One of Israel.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Isaiah 12:2, 4bcd, 6
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A reading from the letter Paul to the Philippians 

Brothers and sisters:
Always be glad because of the Lord!
I will say it again: Be glad.

Always be gentle with others.
The Lord will soon be here.
Don’t worry about anything,
 but pray about everything.

With thankful hearts offer up your prayers 
 and requests to God.
Then, because you belong to Christ Jesus,
 God will bless you with peace
  that no one can completely understand.
And this peace will control the way you think and feel.

The word of the Lord.

SECOND READING
Philippians 4:4–7
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GOSPEL
Luke 3:10–16, 18

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

The crowds asked John the Baptist, “What should we do?”

John told them,
“If you have two coats,
 give one to someone who doesn’t have any.
If you have food,
 share it with someone else.”

When tax collectors came to be baptized, they asked John,
“Teacher, what should we do?”
John told them,
  “Don’t make people pay more than they owe.”

Some soldiers asked him, “And what about us?
What do we have to do?”

John told them,
“Don’t force people to pay money 
 to make you leave them alone.
Be satisfied with your pay.”

Everyone became excited and wondered,
“Could John be the Messiah?”

John said, “I am just baptizing with water. 
But someone more powerful is going to come,
 and I am not good enough even to untie his sandals.
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”

In many different ways 
 John preached the good news to the people.

The Gospel of the Lord.


